
 

 

 
The sunrise of a new day in the church has already be-
gun. We cannot help but feel the winds of a new era as 
they sweep across the landscape of our lives. While there 
is an air of unpredictability that we feel, there is also 
something phenomenally fresh in the breeze. Despite our 
insistence on the customary and the common place, the 
hand of our Sovereign God continues to prevail. An eye 
on God will attest that we are in A New Day and Era.  
 
This new era resembles in essence the opening line of a 
Charles Dickens classic work, A Tale of Two Cities: “ It 
was the best of times and the worst of times.”  Without a 
doubt, we are in the throws of a dynamic era of change. 
The plates of tradition and predictability have shifted 
beneath our feet. This is true politically, economically 
and certainly spiritually. 
 
Solomon was keen in proclaiming, To everything there is 
a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1), marking the inevitability of the 
change. Shakespeare casually observed; “There is a tide 
in the affairs of men…” There is something sobering 
about being a witness to such profound times and yet we 
are truly blessed to be a catalyst in the midst of them. 
 
Our era is replete with challenges for our families, our 
President and our entire nation. It has become apparent 
to all that our worldly systems are failing. The flawed 
governments and policies without God as its core con-
tinue to decay. Economic defects continue to protrude 
beyond a cosmetic cover and the souls of men are drying 
to brittle.  It is no surprise; however, that God has al-
ready spoken, Except the Lord build a house, they labour 
in vain that build it: except the Lord keep the city, the 
watchman waketh but in vain (Psalm 127:1). Profoundly 
this is a good time for the church. Whatever the tide 
brings; it is indeed humbling to know that God has 
caused us to intersect with these times. We have been 
chosen to be instruments and implement the word of the 
Mighty God. 

 
The Church has enjoyed years of relative ease and tran-
quility. We have been afforded a place in the shade by 
the tenuous labors of pioneers who have gone before us. 
While the foundation still stands, it is obvious that there 
is much work to be done. The salvation of this nation 
hinges on the action or inaction of God’s people. The 
perils of our times bespeaks of the tremendous challenge 
that rests in the lap of the Church. I speak in the spirit of 
Mordecai (Esther) when I suggest that God’s bidding 
will be done despite our respite under the Kingdom’s 
canopy. Our silence in word and or deed will not guaran-
tee an escape for us in these tumultuous times. The pros-
pect that God has placed us in the Kingdom for such a 
time as this is simply humbling. Our New Era is a radi-
cal one. It assumes an urgency of our moment, a must in 
our actions and a real commitment to our God. 
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In Christ Jesus, change is a must.  While change is 
personal, it is also very public.  The evidence of 
change is apparent to all.  If any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature (II Corinthians 5:17). 
 
Our old path may consist of:  lying, anger that leads 
to sin, stealing, evil talk, bitterness, wrath, slander, 
immorality, impurity, greed, foolishness, drunken-
ness, infidelity, etc. Now that we have put on Christ, 
we are Changing From the Old to the New. The 
new path consists of: speaking the truth (Ephesians 
4:25), anger that is under control (Ephesians 4:26), 
working to earn an honest living (Ephesians 4:28), 
helpful words that build others up (Ephesians 4:29-
30), kindness, tender-hearted, forgiveness 
(Ephesians 4:32), thanksgiving (Ephesians 5:4), 
wisdom (Ephesians 5:15) and being filled with the 
spirit (Ephesians  5:18-20). 
 
“How do I change?” you ask. Colossians 3:9-10 
gives an answer "You have taken off your old self 
with its practices and have put on the new self, 
which is being renewed in knowledge in the image 
of its Creator.”  Notice knowledge is the key. The 
more you know Him the more you show Him. Simi-
larly, Put off your old self, which is being corrupted 

by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the atti-
tude of your minds, and to put on the new self, cre-
ated to be like God in true righteousness and holi-
ness (Ephesians 4:22-24). 
 
Paul declared, we should not be conformed to this 
world but be transformed by the renewing of our 
minds…  (Romans 12:2). Christ. This spiritual trans-
formation is brought on by the power of God’s 
Spirit.  Christ shapes and molds us into His own im-
age. We then can employ the gift(s) He has given 
each of us to do the work He has placed before us. 
 
Friends, God is working at Pembroke Park! Lives 
are being transformed, the Good News is being 
preached, and people are being saved.  Let us all 
strive to make the church beam with the Glory of 
God. This can only be accomplished by submitting 
to His will and being committed to Changing From 
the Old to the New. 
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The journey of life can sometimes be very troubling.  
We sometimes stumble and have difficulty follow-
ing in the footsteps of Jesus. But we must never 
doubt God’s presence with us. He will never leave 
us nor abandon us. He promises to give us strength, 
peace, comfort, and love, if only we trust and obey 
him. What does this require of us?  
 
God is light! In Him is no darkness. Our walk with 
Him must transcend the darkness. The light of our 
good works and righteous actions must surpass the 
darkness. There has never been a time more than 
right now, when we must let our lights shine 
brightly so that the world can see Christ in our lives. 
We must be that Beacon of hope for the entire world 
to see and emulate.  
 
Christians of all ages have overcome the devices of 
Satan, because God is light and darkness has no 
place in our lives.  Darkness is the emblem of evil 
and ignorance, just as light is that of goodness and 
knowledge. We should resist any temptation to 
compromise, accommodate the questionable, or in 
any other way tolerate that which is less than pure 
light in our lives.  For we are in the world but not of 
the world.  We are sanctified, set apart, different, a 

peculiar people. As a child, I could not really grasp 
this concept. But as I grew older, as I faced the 
many evils and temptations of this world, I now un-
derstand what it means. 
 
A person’s action, not just his words, determines his 
righteousness and faithfulness. If we love God then 
we will love one another. We will be kind, affec-
tionate, and tenderhearted. We will rejoice with 
each other without malice.  We will unclutter our 
lives of envy, jealousy, gossip, back-biting, and evil 
thoughts. Love will prompt us to serve, console, 
help to bear burdens and lift each other up. 
 
If the Lord delights in a man’s way, he makes his 
steps firm; though he stumbles, he will not fall, for 
the Lord upholds him with his hand. (Psalm 37:23-
25)  When we put God first in our lives, no good 
thing will He withhold from us. 
 
Are you ready for the greatest mission of your life?  
Has your life been cleansed and sanctified? But 
more importantly, ARE YOU SET ASIDE FOR 
THE MASTER’S USE? 
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Given the events that have taken place, it 
would be very easy to say that 2009 is all 
about change.  For most, if not all, the major 
change is the inauguration of the first Afri-
can-American President Barack Obama.  No 
doubt this has instilled confidence and hope 
in many people who were at one point, lost 
or forgotten.  However, we as Christians 
know that even in times of hardship and 
hopelessness, God is always in control.  This 
is not the first moment God has shown us 
that He can change the foundation of every-
thing to restore our faith and trust in Him. 
 
The changing of kings in the Old Testament 
symbolized a change in rule; the great flood 
symbolized a new beginning of the world 
(Genesis 7); Jesus being transfigured on the 
mount to establish new teachings under 
Grace and Truth (Matthew 17, Acts 6:14), 
and the changing of many souls who obeyed 
the word of Christ (Acts 2:38-41, Acts 8:26-

39, Acts 16:20-33) to name a few.  When 
changes such as these occurred, it wasn’t 
from coincidence, wishful thinking, scien-
tific theories, or positive reinforcement; 
these changes were from God and God 
alone.  He controls all and knows all, which 
is why we as Christians should continue to 
rely on and trust in Him.  Many of us have 
experienced changes that could have only 
come from the divine hand of God, as there 
are no other explanations that could possibly 
fit. 
 
These past and new changes are mere reflec-
tions of His power, which is why we should 
always strive to serve Him with the fullness 
of our hearts and belief through Him. Noth-
ing is too big or too small for us as long as 
we keep Him as the head. 
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Before we accepted Christ into our lives, we 
all had a purpose in life.  Going to college, 
getting married, raising a family, owning our 
own business, hustling, gambling, stealing, 
getting high, or just making ends meet are 
just a few of the purposes we might have fo-
cused upon. 
 
Now that we have been baptized, we learn in 
Romans 8:28, that we are called according to 
His purpose.  This lets us know that God has 
plans for our existence and His plans are 
quite different from ours (Isaiah 55:8).  Mat-
thew 6:33 teaches us that we are to seek the 
kingdom first.  Does this mean we are to 
shift our focus from our desires in life to ful-
fill the desires of God?  How can I put this 
delicately for you…YES!  This is exactly 
what we are to do.  The word seek pertains 
to a desire or an endeavor.  Therefore, we are 
to desire the kingdom or endeavor for the 
kingdom first. 
 
God in His infinite wisdom knew we needed 
to be able to do something.  As a result, He 
gave us all at least one talent.  It is with 

these talents that we are to fulfill His pur-
pose.  If you can sing; then sing, for the 
kingdom.  If you can sew; then clothe some-
one, for the kingdom.  If you are friendly; 
then greet a visitor, for the kingdom.  If you 
can lift things; then help move something, 
for the kingdom.  If you are good with your 
hands, then fix or create something, for the 
kingdom.  If you are good with children; 
then help with the youth, for the kingdom.  
If you like talking on the telephone; then call 
and encourage someone, for the kingdom.  If 
you like to take pictures; then record church 
events in pictures, for the kingdom.  These 
are just a few examples of how we can use 
our talents for the kingdom. 
 
Let’s not be like the servant in Matthew 
25:25 who hid his talent.  His lord got angry, 
took his talent, and cast him into a place of 
darkness and torture.  I don’t know about 
you brethren, but I prefer to take my little 
insignificant talent and use it to my utmost 
ability.  Let us seek God’s kingdom with joy 
because the latter part of Matthew 6:33 lets 
us know that He will provide for us if we ful-
fill His purpose first. 
 
Rejoice, and again I say rejoice to know we 
have a purpose, a GODLY purpose in life.  
We can walk with a spring in our steps, a 
smile on our faces and a song in our hearts.  
Join me on the rooftop as I shout praises and 
sing psalms of thanksgiving unto the Lord 
for allowing us the opportunity to fulfill His 
purpose. 
 
See ya on the rooftop! 
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Life With A Godly Purpose 
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What is faith without an opportunity to use it? 

When given the chance to trust God, we must fully 
commit to it. 

 
God wants us to at least have faith as small as  

a mustard seed 
If you plant that seed, it will grow into  

a very big tree. 
 

Throughout the Bible are examples of faith in action 
When faith was displayed,  

it gave the Lord great satisfaction. 
 

Abraham was willing to sacrifice His only son 
He believed and did what had to be done. 

Isaac questioned his father Abraham 
“I see the fire and wood, but where is the lamb?” 

He told his son God will provide 
Abraham had faith, he was well qualified. 

 
Noah being warned of things not seen 

Built  an ark, trying to save the unclean. 
 

Satan handpicked Job to see if his faith was real 

Job hung in there; to him it was no big deal. 
His wife told him to curse God and die 

Her words were foolish on which he did not rely. 
Job said, “the Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away” 

Although he was tested, his faith did not sway. 
 

David the shepherd boy depended upon the Lord a lot 
He swung that stone and dropped the giant on the spot. 

 
During Bible times God expected faith,  

and He’s still the same 
Today if we don’t believe,  

we have only ourselves to blame. 
 

Faith is being sure of what we hope for 
And certain of what we don’t see that’s in store. 

 
Sometimes I have to remember how God  

has pulled me through 
Let the Lord work His magic and “do what He do!” 

 
Faith in action compels us to do our best 
God loves it when we put Him to the test. 

 

Michelle Warrior 

Faith In Action 
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Our doctrinal position in the Church of Christ is to speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible is 

silent. We claim Christ to be our only creed, the gospel our only plea, and the Bible our only basis for unity (1 

Peter 4:11, John 17:20-21). In practice, we endeavor to follow the teachings of the inspired apostles of Jesus 

Christ (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Each individual is encouraged to study. We believe that individuals must be ap-

proved by God and not man (2 Timothy 2:15). 

 

We also believe the Restoration Movement should be a continuing action throughout all generations. Therefore, 

those who adhere to the covenant of grace are challenged to be sound in doctrine and faithful in practice unto 

death (Revelation 2:10). Visitors are encouraged to take their Bible and compare what we practice with the  

Church of Christ in the first century. 

Pembroke Park Church of Christ 
3707 S.W. 56 Avenue 
Pembroke Park, FL 33023 

 

�

��������������	
��
����
�����������������	����

Pembroke Park Church of Christ 


